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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSVWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

Gr Queries, answers, and communications relating to
subjects to which special departments of the BRITISH
MECDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be found under their
respective headings.

QUERIES.

RENAL asks: Wbat is considered the most efficient and up-to-
date form of belt for floating kidney ?

1,.R.C.P. asks for advice in the treatment of impotence in a
patient 53 years of age.

M.D, B.S. asks if there is any school in the country (North
preferred) where boys who suffer from asthma are educated.
A warm, mloist atmosphere is required.

BROMIDROSIS.
M.B. asks for advice as to the best method of treating a case of

fetid perspiration of the armpits,where scrupulous cleanliness
is observed without satisfactory results. The patient com-
plains that his coats quickly become foul, and he bas to dis-
card them after they have been worn for a comparatively
short time, as ordinary cleaning has very little effect in
removing the foul odour of the perspiration.

WEST COUNTRY HOMES FOR IMBECILES.
D. E. F. asks for the names of homes for mentally-deficient

children, if possible in the West of England, where a girl of
12 years could be placed at small cost.
*** If the parents can pay remunerative terms, application

might be made to Miss King Turner, Southend House School,
IPittville, Cheltenham. If only a few shillings a week, to
Mrs. Gilmore Barnett, 7, Great George Street, Bristol; or to
the Secretary, Western Counties Asylum (for imbecile
children), Starcross, Devon; or to the Superintendent, Rock
Hall House, Combe Down, near Bath.

RHINORRHOEA IN INFANOY.
SNUrLFLES asks for advice as to treatment of an infant (now

6 months old) who had a discharge from the nose and
snuffling three days after birth, but got quite well in a fort-
night. Two months ago it began to "snuffle," and when it
lies face downwards a clear mucous discharge comes down the
nostrils. He adds: The turbinals appear swollen, but I cannot
see any ulceration ; there is no smell from the discharge and
no excoriation about the nostrils. There is no history of
syphilis, nor does the child show any signs of it, but I put it
on hyd. c. creta, X gr. three times a day for nearly a month,
without any signs of improvement. I have been using an
alkaline nose spray with sodii chlor., pot. bicarb., &a 2 gr. to
the oz., with boric acid 5 gr. to the oz. The child is other-
wise perfectly healthy, and is able to sleep with the mouth
shut, but there is a constant snuffle.

LUNATICS iN ENGLAND AND AMERICA.
H. E. T. asks: Can you tell me the proportion of lunatics to
the population in England and the United States of
America?

, We have referred this questionto Dr. Milson Rhodes,

of Didsbury, MIanchester, who writes: 1 have not any very
recent figures. About ten years ago the figures were:
England 291, United States 323 per 1,000. At the present
time the latter is about the same as our pauper lunatics, 322.
In a good many of the States they are doing away with
county, that is, union, and substituting state, that is, county,
care, for the insane and epileptic. In Massachusetts the
number rose from 5,700 in 1868 to 12,239 in 1898. An inquiry
was held, and the Commission reported as follows: (1) That
the increase of registered insane does not necessarily imply
an increase of occurring insanity out of proportion to the
growth of population. (2) That the rate of increase of ocur-
ring insanity is certainly much less than the apparent
increase of the insane. (3) That there is a marked and
growing tendency to commit all classes of insane to institu-
tions, especially in the case of old people, of the feeble-
:minded, and of criminals.

ANSWERS.

SORE TONGIUE.
DR. BERNARD O'CON-NOR (Luarca, Asturias, Spain) writes: In
reply to " I. Q " (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, November
17th 1906, p. 1435), 1 would suggest that he look to the con-

dition as to smoothness of his patient's teeth, especially on
the inner sides of the molars and premolars of the lower jaw.
If the patient is a meat eater, it may be of advantage to
lessen considerably the quantity of, or to stop entirely, the
meat eaten and to give occasionally Marienbad salts as a
purge. For this purpose the Marienubader Tabletten, nach

Recept des Professor Med. Dr. Ritter v. Basch, of Vienna,
are the best.

DEFECTIVE CHXILDREN.
MLEDICAL INSPECTOR.-The following are some of the best-

known works on defective children: The Mental Affections
of Children, Idiocy Imbecility and Insanity, by W. W.

Ireland, M.D. LonAon: J. and A. Churchill. 1900. 14s.

Mentally Defient Children, by G. E. Shuttleworth, M.D.

London: H. K. Lewis. 1900. 5s. Ingleby Lectures on

Mentally Deficient Children, by Dr. James Kerr (Birming-
ham Medical Review, June, 1905). The Health of the School

Child, by W. L. Mackenzie, M.D. (London: Methuen and

Co. 1906. 2s. 6d.), might also be consulted on the subject of

medical inspection generally. The Departmental Com-

mittee's Reprt on Defective and Epileptic Children, pub-
lished as a lue Book in 1898, might also be useful. It is

announced that a book on the subject by Dr. Ashby of

Manchester will be published by Miessrs. Methuen and Co.

ZETTERS, NOTES. Ete.

THE second appendix to Squire's Pocket Companion to the

British Pharmacopoeia contains information as to the

newer remedies useful to all medical practitioners. As in

the issue of last year (1905) there is a section (A) reviewing
recent investigations and experiences on the composition
and therapeutic employment of various drugs, and a second

section (B) giving a description of the special preparations
of Messrs. Squire and Sons. In addition to these there is

in this present appendix a new section giving the various

weights and measures, a tabular comparison of the chief

standardized potent preparations of the British, United

States, and Germ,an pharmacopoeias, and solubility tables.

A copy will be sent on application to Messrs. Squire and

Sons, free of charge, to any medical practitioner who has not

already received one through the post.

KHOsAM SEEDS.
As a comment upon a note in the EPITOME in the BRITISH

MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 27th on Khosam seeds. Messrs.
F. B. Power and F. R. Lees, of the Wellcome Chemical Rtesearch
Laboratories, have forwarded us a pamphlet containing the

results of an investigation into the nature of these seeds

conducted by them some four years ago. It would appear to

have been of a very thorough nature, and led them to CoD-

clude that the seeds contained neither quassine nor anything
to which such a name as khosamine could rightly be given.
The belief is also expressed that any therapeutic value
possessed by the seeds probably depends upon the action of

several constituents, and not of one.

A WARNING TO ADVERTISERS.

A FRENCH lady lately brought an action against a pharmacist
who published in a trade circular a letter from her stating

that she had been cured of a certain disease by a remedy

advertised by him as "infallible." She was awarded £12
damages.

THE DOCTOR AS AN ORDINARY MAN.

WE take the following interesting little dialogue from a

German journal :-Doctor; I must absolutely forbid you to

drink alcoholic beverages. Patient: But, doctor, you your-

self drink alcohol. Doctor: Yes, my good friend, but not as

a doctor. When I drink I do so only as an ordinary man.

After all, doctors are but human, and few have the resolu-

tion to stand always on the pedestal of professional virtue
for the admiration of a world which is content with a less

lofty ideal of life. It is convenient, therefore, to be able on

occasion to distinguish between the doctor and the ordinary

man, as Harpagon's servant did between himself as coachman

and himself as butler.

A TRUE CARMINATIVE.
WE take the following from the St. Thomas's Hospital
Gazette: A parson complained to his doctor that the powder
he had prescribed for his little son made his little inside

make such a noise that it kept the whole nursery awake.

The doctor thought a minute, and then remembering that he

had given him pulv. rhei co., remarked: " I suppose it sets

up a sort ot Gregorian chant."

SCALE OF CHARGES OR ADVERTISEMENTS IN TRH
BRITISH XEDICAL JOURNAL

Eight lines and under ... ... ... 20 4 0
Each additional line ... ... ... ... 0 0 6
A whole column ... ... ... .. 2 13 4
A page ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
Advertisements should be delivered, addresed to the Manager,

at the Office, not later than first post on Wednesday morning
preceding publication: and if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical

Association at the General Post Office, London. Small amounts
may be paid in postage stamps.
N.B.-It is against the rules of the Post Offlce to receive letters a

Postes Bestantes addressed either in initials or numbers.
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